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The Breton landscape, held upside down by the auctioneer and
announced by him as "The Niagara Falls/' was a popular
comic success. It became the property of the naval doctor for
seven francs, who, for a few francs more, was able to buy the
door panels and the overmantel of the House of Carnal Pleasure.
The authorities had done as well as could have been expected by
the sale.
At Atuana the statue of the god, which Gauguin had fashioned
and cooked in the sun's rays and before which he was said to
have worshipped, was left in the kiosk in the garden undisturbed
and the hut remained empty. The sorrow of the islanders at
the death of their only champion left them gradually when
they began to think about it less and the gendarmes were able
to congratulate themselves that a nuisance had been removed.
Ka-Hui found another occupation, while Tioka wandered
about the valleys of Hiva-Oa proudly wearing his friend's
green beret.
But the Mission knew that theirs had been the final victory.